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coming,' and that * there will be more to earn and less to
work/ Where the l more' money is to come from, nobody
knows; I mean, when every well-to-do person shall have
been robbed of his property in order that it shall be
divided amongst his despoilers. Then, in all probability,
the laborious and thrifty will again wax wealthy, whilst
the lazy and extravagant will fall into poverty; or if every-
body is to be supplied with the needful by an administra-
tion, people will come to lead the lives of prisoners, shut
up in gaols, none of whom follow occupations of their own
choice, but work under the compulsion of the warders. In
gaol, too, there is at least an official in charge, who is a
trustworthy and respectable person; but who will play the
warder in the Universal Socialistic House of Correction ?
Probably the speechifyers, who gain over the masses by
their eloquence. There will be no appeal against them;
they will be the most merciless of tyrants, and all the others
will be their slaves. ... I do not think that anybody
would care about living in such a state of things. None
of these gentlemen has frankly put forward a positive pro-
gramme; were they to describe the future as they really
wish to organise it, every perspicuous operative would laugh
in their faces. They do not want to make themselves
ridiculous; hence we hear nothing of a definitive programme,
but only of the negation of whatever actually exists. But
all this has never prevented me from keeping a warm heart
and an open ear for the intelligent aspirations of Social-
Democracy, and for the amelioration of the lot of the
working classes. What Lassalle told me on the subject
was most interesting and instructive; for he knew a great
deal about it."

1 " Our conversation turned upon Universal Suffrage; but
its realization by State authority was never mooted. Such
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